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Founded in 1949, the Council of Europe, with its 47 member states, is a
political regional organization, whose mandate is to promote human rights,

democracy and rule of law.
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Mr. President,

• The Council of Europe’s Istanbul Convention breaks new ground by requesting states
to  criminalise  the  various  forms  of  violence  against  women,  including  physical,
sexual  and psychological  violence as  well  as  stalking,  sexual  harassment,  female
genital  mutilation,  forced  marriage,  forced  abortion  and  forced  sterilisation.  The
Convention integrates the “due diligence” standard and defines it as the obligation of
states to “prevent, investigate, punish and provide reparation for acts of violence
perpetrated by non-state actors”.

• The Istanbul Convention is recognised as the most far-reaching international treaty to
tackle violence against women and girls. It has been ratified by 22 of the 47 member
states of the Council of Europe and signed by 20 more. It is also open for ratification
or accession on a global level.

• The Istanbul Convention is widely seen as a blueprint for action based on a “four-P
approach”:  adopting  and  implementing  integrated Policies, Preventing  violence,
Protecting and supporting the victims and Prosecuting the perpetrators.

• The Istanbul Convention requests states to address the specific needs of all women,
regardless of their background. The Convention contains detailed provisions on the
effectiveness of the response to violence or high-risk situations offered by the police,
prosecuting and judicial authorities.

• The  implementation  of  the  Istanbul  Convention  is  monitored  by  an  independent
expert body -GREVIO – and by a political body - the Committee of the Parties.

Thank You Mr. President.


